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EDUCATION 
 
2010   Ph.D., Religion, Duke University 
   Dissertation: “Divine Exposures: Religion and Imposture in Colonial India” 
 
2001  B. A., Religion and English Literature, Swarthmore College, High Honors 
 
 
ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 
 
2025– Professor, University of Toronto 
 Department of Historical Studies, UTM (Primary Appointment)  
 Department for the Study of Religion, UTSG (Graduate Appointment) 
 
2021–2025 Associate Professor, University of Toronto 
 
2015–2021 Assistant Professor, University of Toronto 
 
2010–2015 Assistant Professor, Montana State University (Bozeman, MT) 
  Department of History, Philosophy, and Religious Studies 
 
 
RESEARCH & TEACHING INTERESTS
 
Global South Asia  |  Modern Hinduism  |  Secularism  |  History of the Study of Religion  | Critical Theory  | 
Anticolonial Thought  |  British Empire  |  Media & Material Religion  | Print Culture  | Religion & Law   
   
          
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books 
 
2023 Slandering the Sacred: Blasphemy Law and Religious Affect in Colonial India. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, in the “Class 200: New Studies in Religion” series. Delhi: Permanent Black, in the 
“Hedgehog and Fox: History and Politics” series, co-published with Ashoka University. Lahore: 
Folio Books, 2024. 

 
2016 Spiritual Despots: Modern Hinduism and the Genealogies of Self-Rule. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press), in the “South Asia Across the Disciplines” series co-published with Columbia University 
and University of California Presses. Delhi: Primus Books, 2017.  

Sole Honorable Mention for the American Comparative Literature Association’s 
Harry Levin Prize for an Outstanding First Book, 2018 

 
2016 Imagining the Public in Modern South Asia. Edited by Brannon Ingram, J. Barton Scott, and SherAli 

Tareen. London: Routledge. From a 2015 special issue of South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies. 
 
 
 

mailto:barton.scott@utoronto.ca
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/historical-studies/people/j-barton-scott#:~:text=Barton%20Scott%20works%20on%20the,and%20religion%20in%20political%20thought.
https://www.religion.utoronto.ca/people/directories/all-faculty/j-barton-scott
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/S/bo191648579.html
https://www.permanentblack.com/product-page/slandering-the-sacred-blasphemy-law-and-the-shaping-of-indian-secularism
https://foliobooks.pk/product/slandering-the-sacredblasphemy-law-and-religious-affect-in-colonial-india/
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/S/bo23467739.html
https://primusbooks.com/modern-hinduism-genealogies-self-rule-2/
https://www.routledge.com/Imagining-the-Public-in-Modern-South-Asia/Ingram-Scott-Tareen/p/book/9781138391963
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Articles and Chapters [* peer-reviewed] 
 
*2024 “Heterodoxies of the Body: Death, Secularism, and the Corpse of Raja Rammohun Roy,” 

Comparative Studies in Society and History 66 (4): 729-59. 

*2024 “Is Anglicanism a Religion?: Empire, Establishmentarianism, and Macaulay’s Critique of 
Gladstone,” Special issue on “Transimperial Religion,” eds. Sebastian Lecourt and Winter Jade 
Werner. Victorian Studies 66 (2): 255-70. 

*2023 “Insulting Religion: Penal Secularism and the Government of Feeling,” Journal of the American 
Academy of Religion 91 (1): 35–50. 

*2019 “Translated Liberties: Karsandas Mulji’s Travels in England and the Anthropology of the Victorian 
Self,” Modern Intellectual History 16 (3): 803-33. 

*2019 “A Commonwealth of Affection: Modern Hinduism and the Cultural History of the Study of 
Religion.” In Constructing Nineteenth-Century Religion: Literary, Historical, and Religious Studies in 
Dialogue, eds., Joshua King and Winter Jade Werner, pp. 46-64. “Literature, Religion, and 
Postsecular Studies.” Columbus: Ohio State University Press.  

2019 “Only Connect: Three Reflections on the Sociality of Secularism.” Cambridge Journal of Postcolonial 
Literary Inquiry 6 (1): 48-69. 

2016 “The Supernatural and Colonialism.” In Super Religion, ed. Jeffrey J. Kripal, Religion: Sources, 
Perspectives, Methodologies, Vol. 9, pp.277-91. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

*2015 “How to Defame a God: Public Selfhood in the Maharaj Libel Case.” South Asia: The Journal of 
South Asian Studies 38 (3): 387-402. 

2015 “What is a Public? Notes from South Asia.” Co-authored with Brannon Ingram. South Asia: The 
Journal of South Asian Studies 38 (3): 357-70. 

*2015 “Aryas Unbound: Print Hinduism and the Cultural Regulation of Religious Offense.” Comparative 
Studies of South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East 35, no. 2 (2015): 294-309. 

*2015 “Luther in the Tropics: Karsandas Mulji and the Colonial ‘Reformation’ of Hinduism.” Journal of 
the American Academy of Religion 83 (1): 181-209. 

*2014 “Unsaintly Virtue: Swami Dayananda Saraswati and Modern Hindu Hagiography.” Journal of Hindu 
Studies 7 (3): 371-91. 

*2010 “Comic Book Karma: Visual Mythologies of the Hindu Modern.” In “Inscriptions,” ed. Jeremy 
Stolow and Lisa Gitelman, special issue of Postscripts: The Journal of Sacred Texts and Contemporary 
Worlds 4 (2): 177-97. 

*2009 “Miracle Publics: Theosophy, Christianity, and the Coulomb Affair.” History of Religions 49 (2): 
172-96. 

 
Culture Criticism, Book Reviews, and Public Writing 
 
2025 Review of Vinayak Chaturvedi’s Hindutva and Violence: V. D. Savarkar and the Politics of History 

(Permanent Black/ SUNY Press, 2022). Journal of Religion 105 (1): 103-105. 

2025 “Marginalia Book Forum on SherAli Tareen’s Perilous Intimacies: An Introduction.” Edited forum 
on Perilous Intimacies, with Supriya Gandhi, Ilyse Morgenstein-Fuerst, Elaine Fisher, Noah 
Salomon, and SherAli Tareen. Marginalia Review of Books. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/comparative-studies-in-society-and-history/article/heterodoxies-of-the-body-death-secularism-and-the-corpse-of-raja-rammohun-roy/0261FEFB4911E99DA6FC456402706514
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/938429
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/938429
https://doi.org/10.1093/jaarel/lfad036
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1479244317000579
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1479244317000579
https://ohiostatepress.org/books/titles/9780814213971.html
https://ohiostatepress.org/books/titles/9780814213971.html
https://doi.org/10.1017/pli.2018.29
https://www.gale.com/ebooks/9780028663586/religion-super-religion
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00856401.2015.1050161
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00856401.2015.1052896
https://doi.org/10.1215/1089201x-3139072
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/jaarel/lfu114
https://academic.oup.com/jhs/article-abstract/7/3/371/2188796?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://doi.org/10.1558/post.v4i2.177
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/649525
https://doi.org/10.1086/732493
https://www.marginaliareviewofbooks.com/post/perilous-intimacies-an-introduction
https://www.marginaliareviewofbooks.com/post/a-forum-on-perilous-intimacies-debating-hindu-muslim-friendship-after-empire
https://www.marginaliareviewofbooks.com/post/a-forum-on-perilous-intimacies-debating-hindu-muslim-friendship-after-empire
https://www.marginaliareviewofbooks.com/
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2024 “The Secular History of Religious Feelings: A Response.” Forum on J. Barton Scott’s Slandering 
the Sacred, with Arvind-Pal Mandair, Tisa Wenger, Deonnie Moodie, Marko Geslani, and Anand 
Vivek Taneja. Marginalia Review of Books. 

2024 “Heretic, (dir. Scott Black and Brian Woods.” Journal of Religion & Film 28 (2), Article 19. 

2024 “The Surprising History of Global Blasphemy Law.” The Immanent Frame. 15 April. 

2023 “Lost Ladies, (dir. Kiran Rao, 2023).” Journal of Religion & Film 27 (2), Article 12. 

2023 “Kill (dir. Nikhil Nagesh Bhat, 2023).” Journal of Religion & Film 27 (2), Article 13 

2023 “The Convert (dir. Lee Tamahori),” Journal of Religion & Film 27 (2), Article 14. 

2023 Podcast Interview on Slandering the Sacred. New Books Network: Indian Religions. 

2023 “Book Excerpt: A New Book Explores the Cultural, Intellectual, and Legal Pre-History of India’s 
‘Blasphemy Law.’” Scroll.in, 24 April 2023. 

2022 “Venus (dir. Jaume Balagueró), Journal of Religion & Film 26 (2), Article 21.  

2022 “Werkmeister Harmonies (dir. Béla Tarr and Ágnes Hranitzky, 2000), Journal of Religion & Film 26 (2), 
Article 20. 

2022 “223 Wick (dir. Sergio Myers, 2022), Journal of Religion & Film 26 (2), Article 17. 

2021 “Religion in Lovecraft Country,” The Revealer: A Review of Religion and Media, February. 

2020 “Mucho Mucho Amor, Much Mucho Religion,” The Revealer: A Review of Religion and Media, 
October. 

2020 Review of Richard S. Weiss, The Emergence of Modern Hinduism: Religion on the Margins of Colonialism 
(University of California Press, 2019). Journal of Asian Studies 79 (2): 529–31. 

2018 “Reason (Vivek) (dir. Anand Patwardhan, 2018). Journal of Religion & Film 22 (2), Article 13. 

2018 “Ad Vitam (dir. Thomas Calley, 2018) Journal of Religion & Film 22 (2), Article 12. 

2017 “Les Affamés (dir. Robin Aubert, 2017). Journal of Religion & Film 21(2), Article 11. 

2017 Review of Timothy Dobe, Hindu Christian Faqir: Modern Monks, Global Christianity, and Indian 
Sainthood (Oxford University Press, 2015). History of Religions 57 (2): 225-227. 

 
2016 Comment on Benjamin Berger, Law’s Religion: Religious Difference and the Claims of Constitutionalism 

(University of Toronto Press, 2015). The Immanent Frame. 20 July. 
 
 
HONORS, AWARDS, GRANTS, & FELLOWSHIPS 

2025 Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Fellow, The Huntington Library (Pasadena, CA) 

2024-2027 Social Science and Humanities Research Council, Insight Grant (“Gurutopias: Global Hinduism 
in Occult Los Angeles”) 

2023-2024 Chancellor Jackman Research Fellow in the Humanities, University of Toronto Jackman 
Humanities Institute (12-month) 

2021-2024 Social Science and Humanities Research Council, Insight Grant (“The Global Blasphemer”) 

2019-2020 Visiting Scholar, Center for Religion and Media, New York University 

https://www.marginaliareviewofbooks.com/post/the-secular-history-of-religious-feelings-a-response
https://www.marginaliareviewofbooks.com/post/a-forum-slandering-the-sacred
https://www.marginaliareviewofbooks.com/post/a-forum-slandering-the-sacred
https://www.marginaliareviewofbooks.com/
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol28/iss2/19?utm_source=digitalcommons.unomaha.edu%2Fjrf%2Fvol28%2Fiss2%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://tif.ssrc.org/2024/04/15/the-surprising-history-of-global-blasphemy-law/
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol27/iss2/12?utm_source=digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol27/iss2/12&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol27/iss2/13?utm_source=digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol27/iss2/13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol27/iss2/14/?utm_source=digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol27/iss2/14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://newbooksnetwork.com/slandering-the-sacred
https://scroll.in/article/1047632/a-new-book-explores-the-cultural-intellectual-and-legal-pre-history-of-in
https://scroll.in/article/1047632/a-new-book-explores-the-cultural-intellectual-and-legal-pre-history-of-in
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol26/iss2/21/
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol26/iss2/20/
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol26/iss2/17/
https://therevealer.org/religion-in-lovecraft-country/
https://therevealer.org/mucho-mucho-amor-mucho-mucho-religion/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-asian-studies/article/abs/emergence-of-modern-hinduism-religion-on-the-margins-of-colonialism-richard-s-weiss-berkeley-university-of-california-press-2019-203-pp-isbn-9780520307056-paper/043C05DD931D79E156072F4FFA08F91D
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol22/iss2/13/
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol22/iss2/12/
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol21/iss2/11/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26548165
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26548165
https://tif.ssrc.org/2016/07/20/keeping-up-with-culture/
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2018 University of Toronto-Mississauga Annual Research Prize in the Humanities (one of three 
research awards, per three divisions of the faculty, awarded annually) 

2018 Harry Levin Prize, Honorable Mention: Sole Runner Up for the Best First Book Award from the 
American Comparative Literature Association 

2016-2018 Connaught New Researcher Award 

2016-2017 University of Toronto-Mississauga Research and Scholarly Activity Fund Grant 

2013-2014 Mellon-Humboldt SIAS Summer Institute, National Humanities Center and Wissenschaftskolleg 
zu Berlin 

2012-2013 Scholarship and Creativity Grant, Montana State University 

2007-2008 American Institute of Indian Studies, Junior Fellowship 

2007-2008 American Institute of Pakistan Studies, Research Fellowship 

2003-2007 James B. Duke Fellowship, Duke University 

2003-2004 Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship for Humanistic Studies 

 
 
RECENT LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS 

Invited Lectures 

2025 “The Secular Construction of 295-C: Keynote Panel.” All Pakistan Conference on Blasphemy 
Politics. Lahore/Zoom. 26 Jan. 

2025 “‘The Negro Our Aryan Brother’: Race, Caste, and Hindu Cosmopo-nationalism in the 
Transcolonial 1920s.” South Asia Seminar, University of Chicago. 16 Jan. 

2024 “Blasphemy, Censorship, and the Indian Public: J. Barton Scott in Conversation with Arvind 
Rajagopal.” NYU Center for Religion and Media. New York, NY. 1 April. 

2024 “Wounded Sentiments: Religious Hate Speech and the Making of South Asian Secularism.” 
Lahore University of Management Sciences. Lahore, PB. 24 Jan. 

2024 “Wounded Sentiments: Religious Hate Speech and the Making of South Asian Secularism.” 
Institute of Business Administration–Karachi. Karachi, SD. 22 Jan. 

2024 “Slandering the Sacred: Free Speech and Religious Feelings in Colonial India.” Ibn Khaldun 
Society, Department of History and Pakistan Studies, University of Punjab. Lahore, PB. 15 Jan.  

2024 “Slandering the Sacred: Religious Affect in Colonial India.” Lahore ThinkFest. Lahore, PB. 14 
Jan. 

2023 “Secularism, Emotion, and the Law in South Asia: A Roundtable with Neeti Nair and Barton 
Scott.” Northwestern University. Evanston, IL. 7 November. 

2023 “How the Indian Penal Code Came to Canada: Law, Religion, and the Global Lives of 
Empire.” Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, Harvard University. Cambridge, MA. 
March 27 

2022 “A Postal Slapping: Jains, Arya Samajists, and the Documentary Practice Culture of Religious 
Controversy in Nineteenth Century India.” Beyond Boundaries: A Celebration of the Work of 
John E. Cort. University of California-Davis. Davis, CA. 13 August. 

2022 “Penal Secularism and the Governance of Religion in Colonial India.” Symposium on “Global 
Religion: Invention, Translation, Critique.” Northwestern University. Evanston, IL. 3 June. 
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2022 “What We Talk about When We Talk about Modern Hinduism.” Oxford Centre for Hindu 
Studies. Oxford, Oxon. 4 February. 

2022 “Ozymandias in the Time of the Picknicker: A Response to Kajri Jain’s Gods in the Time of 
Democracy.” University of Toronto. Toronto, ON. 15 January. 

2021 “Codifying Blasphemy: Religious Feelings between Colony and Metropole.” Stokes Seminar, 
Dalhousie University. Halifax, NS. 15 October. 

2021 “Secularizing Blasphemy, or, The Hidden Global History of the Indian Penal Code.” Dalhousie 
University, Halifax, NS. 14 October. 

2021 “Insulting Religion, from Blasphemy to Hate Speech: The Forgotten History of Section 295A.” 
National Academy of Legal Studies and Research (NALSAR). Hyderabad, TG. 27 September. 

 
Conference Presentations 
 
Forthcoming “‘The Golden Bridge of Sympathy’: The Anthropology of World Religions and Sarojini Naidu's 

Aesthetics of Secularism.” Session on “Literature and Anthropology Now!: New Histories of 
Aesthetics.” Modern Language Association. Toronto, ON. January 2026.  

Forthcoming “Author-Meets-Critics Roundtable on Leela Prasad’s Audacious Raconteur: Sovereignty and 
Storytelling in Colonial India.” Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion (South Asian 
Religions Unit). Boston, MA. November 2025. 

2024 “Author-Meets-Critics Roundtable on Rajbir Singh Judge’s Prophetic Maharaja: Loss, Sovereignty, 
and the Sikh Tradition in Colonial South Asia.” Annual Meeting of the American Academy of 
Religion (South Asian Religions Unit and Theology and Continental Philosophy Unit). San 
Diego, CA. 25 November. 

2024 “New Books in South Asian Legal Studies.” Annual Meeting of Law and Society Association. 
Denver, CO. 8 June. 

2024 “Roundtable on ‘Global Religions,’” with J. Barton Scott, Peter Coviello, Mishka Sinha, Zhange 
Ni, Seth Koven, Winter Werner, and Sebastian Lecourt.  Virtual Joint Meeting of the North 
American Victorian Studies Association, British Association for Victorian Studies, and 
Australasian Victorian Studies Association. Online. 1 June.  

2023 Respondent, “Transnational Politics and Global Pop Cultures.” Annual Meeting of the 
American Academy of Religion (Religion and Popular Culture Unit). San Antonio, TX. 21 
November. 

2023 “Author-Meets-Critics Roundtable on Barton Scott’s Slandering the Sacred,” with Marko Geslani, 
Arvind-Pal Mandair, Deonnie Moodie, and Tisa Wenger. Annual Meeting of the American 
Academy of Religion (Law, Religion, and Culture Unit and South Asian Religions Unit). San 
Antonio, TX. 20 November. 

2023 “Author-Meets-Critics Roundtable on SherAli Tareen’s Perilous Intimacies (Columbia, 2023). 
Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion (Religion in South Asia Unit). San 
Antonio, TX. 19 November. 

2023 “Author-Meets-Critics Roundtable on Leila Vevaina’s Trust Matters: Endowments in Mumbai and 
the Horoscope of a City (Duke, 2023).” American Anthropological Association. Toronto, ON. 15 
November. 

2023 “Author-Meets-Critics Roundtable on J. Barton Scott’s Slandering the Sacred,” with Cassie 
Adcock, Mitra Sharafi, Julia Stephens, and Anand Taneja. Annual Conference on South Asia. 
Madison, WI. 19 October. 



J. Barton Scott, Abbreviated C.V.  Page 6 of 6 

2023 “Lived Religion and the Politics of the Quotidian Turn.” Pre-Conference Symposium on 
“Quotidian Sacreds: Religion, History, and Performance in South Asia.” Annual Conference on 
South Asia. Madison, WI. 18 October. 

2023 “Author-Meets-Critics Roundtable on Barton Scott’s Slandering the Sacred,” with Kamari Maxine 
Clarke, Inder Marwah, Benjamin Berger, and Catherine Evans. Law, Culture, & Humanities 
Conference. Toronto, ON. June 22. 

2021 Respondent to Panel on “Race, Empire, and Inequality in the Study of Religion.” Annual 
Meeting of the American Academy of Religion (Cultural History of the Study of Religion Unit). 
Online. 19 November. 

 
 
SELECT ADMINISTRATIVE AND EDITORIAL POSITIONS 
 
2021-2026 Director of Graduate Studies, Department for the Study of Religion, University of Toronto. 

(On leave, 2023-24). 
 
2023– Steering Committee, Critical Theory and Discourses on Religion Unit, American Academy of 

Religion (AAR) 
 
2025-28 Member, AAR Analytic-Descriptive Book Award Jury 
 
2015– Associate Editor, South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies 
 
2019-2022 Section Editor, “South Asian Religions,” Religion Compass 
 
2015-2021 Co-Chair, Cultural History of the Study of Religion Unit, American Academy of Religion 

(Steering Committee Member, 2011-15) 
  
 
LANGUAGES 

Advanced spoken and written: Modern standard Hindi 
Reading: French, German, Gujarati, Urdu 
Advanced beginner: Sanskrit 


